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ABSTRACT

The PKK has a long history of employing terrorist methods like car bombs and
suicide attacks. While publications on the history of Turkey’s fight against the
PKK contain extensive information on this, the two suicide attacks by female YPG
members Arin Mirkan and Avesta Khabur are significant events that indicate a
change in the PKK/YPG's strategy.

This report examines the 26 suicide attacks and 51 car bomb attacks by the
PKK in Turkey that took place between the suicide attacks of Arin Mirkan and
Avesta Khabur, and the 192 car bomb attacks by the YPG in the areas of the Syrian
Interim Government since the suicide attack by Khabur in Afrin.

The report will present the number and time line of the attacks, elaborate on
the different types of car bomb attacks, and discuss the YPG’s strategy of employ-
ing a great number of car bomb attacks in Syria.

The use of car bombs is a concerted YPG strategy since Operation Olive
Branch was conducted by the Syrian National Army and the Turkish Armed Forc-
es. The overlap of YPG-claimed territory and the location of the attacks — as well
as the form of the attacks - all indicate the involvement of the YPG. Keeping in
mind that the PKK/YPG has a known history and experience in conducting car
bomb attacks and suicide attacks, and that many of the car bombs came from
YPG-held areas, the involvement of the YPG is undeniable.

The strategy of the YPG terror campaign aims to create chaos and disorder.

By doing so, the YPG’s goals are: (1) to force the governing body to implement
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harsher security measures and drive the people away from the governance; (2)
to prevent the return of Syrians to Syria in order to preserve their prospect of a
Marxist Kurdish statelet in northern Syria reaching from Iraq to the Mediterra-
nean; and (3) to portray their areas as relatively more secure than the areas held
by the Syrian Interim Government.

Following an insight into the employment of car bombs by the YPG in Syria,
the report will conclude with recommendations to combat YPG terror, and will
provide an extensive and detailed list of each YPG car bomb attack in Syria. The
list includes information on the date, location, type, and method of each car bomb

attack as well as information about the casualties of the attacks.




INTRODUCTION

The PKK has a long history of employing terrorist methods such as car bombs
and suicide attacks. While publications on the history of Turkey’s fight against the
PKK contain extensive information on this, the two suicide attacks by YPG mem-
bers Arin Mirkan and Avesta Khabur are significant events that indicate a change
in strategy for the PKK/YPG.

This report examines the 26 suicide attacks and 51 car bomb attacks by the
PKK in Turkey that took place between the suicide attacks of Arin Mirkan and
Avesta Khabur, and the 192 car bomb attacks by the YPG in the areas of the Syrian
Interim Government since the suicide attack by Khabur in Afrin. The casualties
of the 192 YPG car bomb attacks in Syria amount to a total of 372 deaths and
1,287 wounded. The number of deaths and wounded victims varies from attack
to attack, and depends on several factors such as the density of population, and
the time and place of the attack. The peak in deaths (42) was recorded in April
2020 and the peak in the number of wounded victims (155) was in July 2020. The
month with the highest number of car bomb attacks recorded 24 deaths and 116
wounded while 25 YPG car bomb attacks ended without any casualties as they
were either prevented by the Free Syrian Police or the Syrian National Army, or
exploded causing “only” material damage.

These outrageous acts of terror are vastly ignored by the international
media and officials of foreign countries that sympathize or partner with the

YPG. At the same time, certain media outlets and official statements con-
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demn the method of attack that has killed dozens of civilians but avoid nam-
ing any culprits.

This report will present the numbers and time line of the attacks, elaborate
on the different types of YPG car bomb attacks, and discuss the YPG’s strategy of
employing such attacks in Syria.

The use of car bombs is a concerted YPG strategy since Operation Olive
Branch was conducted by the Syrian National Army and the Turkish Armed
Forces. The overlap of YPG-claimed territory and the location of the attacks - as
well as the form of the attacks - all indicate the involvement of the YPG. Other
possible culprits like DAESH usually claim responsibility for their attacks and in
these instances, they have not done so. If DAESH were behind these attacks, the
terror group would also launch similar attacks elsewhere in Syria like in Idlib or
regime-held areas.

Furthermore, the high frequency of the attacks requires capacity that DAESH
does not possess. While the group has gone largely underground, the YPG con-
trols vast territories and has the necessary means. Keeping in mind that the PKK/
YPG has a known history and experience in conducting car bomb attacks and
suicide attacks, and that many of the car bombs came from YPG-held areas, the
involvement of the YPG is undeniable.

The strategy of the YPG terror campaign aims to create chaos and disorder.
By doing so, the YPG has set the following goals: (1) to force the governing body
to implement harsher security measures and drive the people away from the gov-
ernance; (2) to prevent a return of Syrians to Syria in order to preserve their pros-
pect of a Marxist Kurdish statelet in northern Syria reaching from Iraq to the
Mediterranean; and (3) to portray their areas as relatively more secure than the
areas held by the Syrian Interim Government.

Following the insight into the YPG’s employment of car bombs in Syria, the
report will conclude with recommendations to combat YPG terror and will pro-
vide an extensive and detailed list of every YPG car bomb attack in Syria. The list
includes information on the date, location, type, and method of each car bomb

attack as well as information about the casualties of the attacks.
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YPG SUICIDE ATTACKS
PAVED THE WAY FOR CAR
BOMB ATTACKS

THE WOMAN WHO RESTARTED IT ALL: ARIN MIRKAN

Even though, the PKK has a very comprehensive history of suicide bombers, espe-
cially female suicide bombers, the YPG, as its Syrian branch, first used this meth-
od in Ayn al-Arab (Kobane) against DAESH. What was perceived at that time by
the international media as heroism' in the fight against terror was in reality the
start of terror that would kill hundreds of civilians, or as the YPG-affiliated media
describe it, “the myth of Kobane’s resistance”

On October 5, 2014, during clashes between DAESH and the YPG in Ayn
al-Arab, Arin Mirkan reportedly ran out of ammunition during a gun battle with
DAESH on a hill outside of the city and detonated herself with a grenade as she
ran towards DAESH militants. This incident was heavily used by the YPG to pro-
mote suicide attacks. As described by YPG-affiliated Hawar News, “Arin [Mikran]
became a torch of resistance for women’s freedom. Many activists, such as Avista
Khabur, [...] and others immortalized their names in the pages of the history of

womens resistance and struggle.”

1“Kurdish Female Fighter in Suicide Attack on ISIL amid Fighting for Key Syria Town”, The Telegraph, 5 October
2014, https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/11142226/Kurdish-female-fighter-in-sui-
cide-attack-on-Isil-amid-fighting-for-key-Syria-town.html (Access date: 10.04.2021).

2 For insight on how the YPG-affiliated outlets report on this terror act, see: “Arin... Resistance Flame Illuminates
Path of Freedom”, Hawar News, 5 October 2020, http://www.hawarnews.com/en/haber/arin-resistance-flame-il-
luminates-path-of-freedom-h19717.html (Access date: 10.04.2021).
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Moreover, the commissioner for the United States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom, Nadine Maenza, tweeted a video of herself in front of
the statue of Arin Mirkan in Ayn al-Arab saying, “This statue is in honor of hero
martyr Arin Mirkan. [...] As you remember, in 2014, ISIS swept through Iraq and
Syria [...] the YPG, they stood against ISIS and fought back successfully. Arin was
a fighter who was battling door to door through the city here. What happened
is, when they got cornered, in order to free her fellow fighters, she actually blew
herself up killing a lot of ISIS fighters and she was able to free her fellow fighters.
It is a really heroic story and is inspiring this whole city”

While the narrative propagated by the YPG and its supporters present her
suicide attack as a last resort, the battlefront dynamics at that time indicate oth-
erwise. Regardless of whether her suicide attack was a last resort or a preplanned
action, it symbolizes the beginning of a new strategy. In hindsight Arin Mirkan’s
suicide attack marks a change in the strategy of the PKK and the employment of
suicide terror methods and use of car bombs. Before the suicide attack by Mirkan,
the PKK had not used the method of suicide terror for two years. The last suicide
attack by the PKK in Turkey or anywhere else before Mirkan’s suicide attack was
recorded on September 9, 2012. However, with Mirkan, the PKK restarted to em-

ploy suicide terror methods and car bomb attacks.

THE WOMAN WHO SET THE TREND: AVESTA KHABUR

At the end of January 2018, another female YPG militant conducted a suicide
attack. During Operation Olive Branch, the YPG had lost the village of Hamam
at the Turkish-Syrian border. To stop the offensive by the Syrian National Army
and the Turkish Armed Forces, Avesta Khabur infiltrated a military position and
blew herself up. At the time, the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces issued a
statement saying, “After the attacks against Hemame [Hamam] village, our fighter
Avesta Khabur of the Anti-Terror units courageously attacked a tank with explo-
sives, dying in the process.”

In contrast to the suicide attack by Mirkan, Khabur’s suicide attack had
an important difference. The YPG was fighting against DAESH with U.S. air
support — in other words, the YPG did not need to employ this tactic. However,
the YPG was losing on every front against the Syrian National Army and the

3 “Kurdish Female Fighter Detonates Herself to Destroy a Turkish Tank in Afrin, Statement”, Rudaw, 28 January
2018, https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/280120182 (Access date: 10.04.2021).
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Turkish Armed Forces. Furthermore, the YPG-dominated Syrian Democratic
Forces labeled residents in Afrin and internally displaced persons (IDPs) as
legitimate targets.

To this date, the YPG uses these two cases to promote and legitimize acts of
terror. For instance, the official website of the YPG-dominated Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) states that the Martyrs’ Families Council in Tabqah memorialized
Avesta Khabur. In the same media report, Fatima al-Hamdo, the administrator of
the local Women’s Council, said, “Syrian women have shown the world that they
are ready to face all the challenges and risks; they have participated in all aspects
of life - in battlefields, protecting their homes and defending them. However, the
sacrifices of Barin Kobani, Avesta Khabur, and others are good evidence of wom-
en’s ability to encounter the strongest armies, where these sacrifices confused the
violators and made them rethink with fear of being the target of these heroic acts™

The suicide attack by Khabur is a continued source of propaganda and the
glorification of her suicide attack is omnipresent in the YPG’s media. The YPG
claims, “Hundreds of fighters followed her approach. Avesta Khabur [...] turned
into a symbol for all the women of the world.”

In June 2018, shortly after Khabur’s suicide attack, and the resolution of the
military situation in Afrin with the successful conclusion of Operation Olive

Branch, the YPG started to employ car bomb attacks as a strategy.

PKK SUICIDE AND CAR BOMB ATTACKS COMMITTED
IN TURKEY IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE TERRORIST ACTS
OF ARIN MIRKAN AND AVESTA KHABUR

In the time period between the suicide attacks of Arin Mirkan in October 2014
and Avesta Khabur in January 2018, the PKK conducted 26 suicide attacks in
Turkey. In these attacks, the PKK killed 45 soldiers, 62 police officers, two village
guards, 77 civilians, and wounded 149 soldiers, 260 police officers, and 617 civil-
ians. Three of the 26 suicide attacks were conducted using suicide vests; the rest

utilized suicide vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices (SVBIEDs).

4 For insight on how the YPG-affiliated outlets report on this, see: SDF Media Center, “Martyrs Fami-
lies Council Memorized The Martyr Avesta Khabur”, SDF Press, 29 January 2019, https://web.archive.org/
web/20200813114336/http://sdf-press.com/en/2019/01/martyrs-families-council-memorized-the-martyr-aves-
ta-khabur/ (Access date: 10.04.2021).

5 For insight on how the YPG-affiliated outlets report on this terror act, see: “Arin... Resistance Flame Illuminates
Path of Freedom”, Hawar News, 5 October 2020, http://www.hawarnews.com/en/haber/arin-resistance-flame-il-
luminates-path-of-freedom-h19717.html (Access date: 10.04.2021).
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TABLE 1: PKK SUICIDE AND CAR BOMB ATTACKS COMMITTED IN TURKEY IN THE
PERIOD BETWEEN THE TERRORIST ACTS OF ARIN MIRKAN AND AVESTA KHABUR

- o Two soldiers killed and 30 civilians
01.08.2015 | Agri, Dogubayazit | SVBIED S ——

02.08.2015 | Agn, Karabulak SVBIED Two soldiers killed and 44 soldiers

wounded
06.08.2015 | Van, Baskale SVBIED Four civilians wounded
. Three police 0 cers and seven civilians
10.08.2015 | Istanbul, Fatih SVBIED e~
13.09.2015 | Sirnak, Merkez SVBIED Two police o cerskilled and ve police

o cerswounded
21.09.2015 | Hakkari, Durankaya | SVBIED No casualties

Twelve soldiers and 17 civilians killed, and

17.02.2016 | Ankara, Cankaya SVBIED 80 civilians wounded

36 civilians killed and 136 civilians

13.03.2016 | Ankara, Kizilay SVBIED

wounded
24.03.2016 | Diyarbakir, Lice SVBIED Three soldiers killed and 24 wounded
06.04.2016 | Bolu, Pasakdy Suicide Vest | Four police o cers wounded

27.04.2016 | Bursa, Nalbantoglu | Suicide Vest | 13 civilians wounded
One soldier and two village guards killed,

25.05.2016 | Mardin, Anith SVBIED and seven soldiers wounded
Six police o cersand ve civilians killed,
07.06.2016 | Istanbul, Topkapi SVBIED and 17 police o cers and 27 civilians
wounded
Three police o cers and three civilians
08.06.2016 | Mardin, Midyat SVBIED killed, and 28 police 0 cersand 13
civilians wounded
10.06.2016 | Sirnak, Merkez SVBIED No casualties
Hakkari, .
27.07.2016 Bilyikciftlik SVBIED No casualties
. Three police o cers killed, and 126 police
18.08.2016 | Elazig, Merkez SUEED o cers and 108 civilians wounded
26.08.2016 | Sirnak, Cizre SVBIED Eleven police o cers killed, and 75 police

o cers and three civilians wounded
08.10.2016 | Ankara, Haymana | Suicide Vest | No casualties

Ten soldiers and ve civilians killed, and 14

09.10.2016 | Hakkari, Catalca LA soldiers and 15 civilians wounded

36 police 0 cers and eight civilians killed,

10.12.2016 | Istanbul, Visnezade | SVBIED and 155 civilians wounded

14 soldiers killed, and 55 soldiers and one

17.12.2016 | Kayseri, Erenkdy SVBIED civilian wounded

Two civilians and two police o cers killed,

05.01.2017 | Izmir, Cinarli SVBIED and seven civilians wounded

Sanliurfa, One soldier and one civilian killed, and
LAY Viransehir SR two soldiers and 17 civilians wounded
09.06.2017 | Batman, Bekirhan | SVBIED Two soldiers and one civilian wounded
10.09.2017 | Diyarbakir, Duru SVBIED One soldier wounded




YPG SUICIDE ATTACKS PAVED THE WAY FOR CAR BOMB ATTACKS

In addition to the suicide attacks, the PKK conducted 51 car bomb attacks
within the same time period. The car bomb attacks resulted in the death of 21 sol-
diers, 28 police officers, two village guards, 45 civilians, and the wounding of 179

soldiers, 1,225 police officers, 15 village guards, and 813 civilians.

FIGURE 3: NUMBER OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS BY THE PKK BETWEEN 05.10.2014

AND 27.01.2018, TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP), WWW.TAP-DATA.COM,
(JULY 2021).

@ PKK
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It speaks volumes that since Avesta Khabur’s suicide attack, the PKK has not

conducted or been able to conduct a single terrorist attack with a car bomb, a sui-
cide vest, or suicide car bombing in Turkey. This shows the efficiency of Turkey’s
new doctrine in combatting terrorism by launching cross-border military opera-
tions and increasing the capabilities of the security forces. In addition to the suc-
cess of Turkey’s anti-terror strategy, this also shows that the focus of the PKK had
to change from Turkey to Syria. After being unable to conduct such terror attacks
in Turkey, the PKK decided to use such attacks in Syria. In this sense, Khabur’s
suicide attack symbolizes the beginning of a new terror strategy and focus for the
PKK/YPG.
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YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS

IN SYRIA

DOCUMENTING YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS

TOTAL: AVERAGE:
192 CAR BOMB ATTACKS ONE CAR BOMB ATTACK EVERY
5.93 DAYS
YPG CAR BOMB
ATTACKS IN
SYRIA

DEADLIEST ATTACK: TOTAL CASUALTIES:
Afrin, 28.04.2020 - 42 DEAD 372 DEAD AND 1,287

AND 61 WOUNDED WOUNDED

The car bomb attacks in Syria by the YPG between June 1, 2018 and July 4,
2021 amount to 192 in total. Over 1,139 days, the YPG conducted one car bomb
attack every 5.93 days. This time line of car bomb attacks saw its peak in July 2019.

In a single month, the YPG conducted 18 car bomb attacks. Over the years, the

17
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intensity of the car bomb attacks has changed as well. While 2018 saw an intensity
of 3.74 car bomb attacks per month, this number increased to 6.08 in 2019 and
decreased to 4.66 in 2020. However, the number of car bomb attacks in 2021 in-

creased to 5.69 attacks per month.

FIGURE 4: NUMBER OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS BY THE YPG BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND
04.07.2021, TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP), WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY
2021)

When it comes to the geographical density and geographical targets of the
car bomb attacks, one notices first that the attacks are limited to the areas of the
Syrian Interim Government where the Syrian National Army and the Turkish
Armed Forces launched three separate military operations. Among the most
preferred target sites are Afrin, al-Bab, Ras al-Ayn, Azaz, and Jarablus. The focus
on these four towns is an additional indicator that the YPG is behind these at-
tacks. All of them are targets of the YPG and essential parts of the YPG’s territo-
rial claims in Syria. While Afrin and Ras al-Ayn were controlled by the YPG in
the past, al-Bab severs the link between the two self-proclaimed YPG cantons.
On the other hand, Jarablus marks the beginning of the collapse of the YPG’s
territorial ambitions. While it was the first town to be liberated during Opera-
tion Euphrates Shield, the YPG wanted to be faster and fight against the armed

Syrian opposition and failed miserably.
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YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS IN SYRIA

FIGURE 5: GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS (OPERATION
EUPHRATES SHIELD AND OPERATION OLIVE BRANCH AREAS) BY THE YPG BETWEEN
01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021, TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP), WWW.TAP-
DATA.COM, (JULY 2021)

FIGURE 6: GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS (OPERATION
PEACE SPRING AREA) BY THE YPG BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021, TERRORISM
ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP), WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY 2021)

FIGURE 7: GEOGRAPHICAL CONCENTRATION OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS BY THE YPG
BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021, TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP),
WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY 2021)
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TARGET TYPES AND CASUALTIES
OF YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS

The YPG car bombings have a clear target: they predominantly target the civilian/
social sphere and urban areas. From the 192 attacks, 177 targeted the civilian/
social sphere. While seven targets remain unknown, only eight were against the
military, police, or Syrian officials. Moreover, out of 192 attacks, 25 were conduct-
ed in rural areas and 167 exploded in urban areas. Keeping in mind that the areas
targeted by the YPG were characterized by an immense growth of population
due to the massive numbers of IDPs and the return of refugees, the decision to
target urban and civilian/social spheres emerges as a desire to be more destruc-
tive. In comparison to the Syrian census of 2004, the areas of the Syrian Interim
Government have experienced a population increase of 229% and currently their

population has reached 2.3 million.®

FIGURE 9: NUMBER OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS BY THE YPG ACCORDING TO TARGET

TYPE BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021, TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP),
WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY 2021)

5 21

m Civilians/Social Sphere

® Unknown

® Tactical/Operational Military
Unit

m Tactical/Operational Police
Unit

m Officials

177

6 “Demographic Change in Syria”, Suriye Giindemi, 19 June 2020, https://en.suriyegundemi.com/demographi-
c-change-in-syria-1 (Access date: 10.04.2021).
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FIGURE 10: NUMBER OF CAR BOMB ATTACKS BY THE YPG ACCORDING

TO THE SECURITY ENVIRONMENT BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021,
TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP), WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY 2021)

® Urban

H Rural

167

The casualties of the 192 YPG car bomb attacks amount to 372 deaths and
1,287 injured individuals. The number of those killed and wounded varies from
attack to attack, and depends on several factors such as the density of the popula-
tion, and the time and place of the attack. The peak in deaths in a single car bomb
attack (42) was recorded in April 2020 and the peak in the number of wounded
victims (155) was in July 2020. The month with the highest number of car bomb
attacks was July 2019. Thirty-four of the 192 car bomb attacks by the YPG ended
without any casualties as they were either prevented by the Free Syrian Police or

the Syrian National Army, or exploded causing “only” material damage.

FIGURE 11: MONTHLY NUMBER OF CASUALTIES BY CAR BOMB ATTACKS

BY THE YPG BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021, TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM
(TAP), WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY 2021)
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TYPES OF YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS

The first difference between types of YPG car bomb attacks is between the use of a

suicide vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (SVBIED) and a vehicle-borne
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improvised explosive device (VBIED). The YPG mainly uses VBIEDs. Out of 192
car bomb attacks, only four utilized SVBIEDs and these occurred in al-Bab (2
times), Ras al-Ayn, and Tal Abyad.

The second difference is between “normal” car bombs and improvised ex-
plosive devices (IEDs) planted on cars. While the first requires more technical
capabilities and causes greater destruction, the second is preferred by the YPG
which explodes cars in random areas without the knowledge of the drivers. The
first type takes more time and planning, and is conducted exclusively by YPG
members and cells. The second type can be conducted faster, but it limits the
ability to attack specific targets. The YPG predominantly uses the second type
of attack and plants IEDs on cars of random civilians in order for bombs to ex-
plode in arbitrary areas. This elevates the level of terrorism. The YPG ruthlessly
exploits civilians and has led to families being wrongfully accused of collabora-
tion with the YPG.

An eyewitness account of how the YPG plants IEDs on civilians’ cars is the
story of the truck driver of the car bomb attack in Afrin on January 30, 2021 who
was together with his two children at the moment of the explosion that killed
eight and wounded 30 people. In terms of preventing such attacks, the car drivers
argue that the bombs are planted without their knowledge.

A third difference is between the car bomb attacks planned and conduct-
ed by YPG cells in the areas of the Syrian Interim Government, and the car
bomb attacks planned in YPG-held areas. In the first case, IEDs planted on
cars are mostly used, and in the second, car bombs and SVBIEDs are pre-
ferred. However, IEDs planted on cars occur from YPG-held areas as well. For
instance, a car bomb attack in the end of 2019 near Sulug, south of Tal Abyad
was prevented — the terrorist attack was planned as a planted IED on a car
without the knowledge of the driver. The driver was on his route from Raqqa
towards Tal Abyad and was stopped and taken out of his car at the last YPG
checkpoint before crossing into the areas of the Syrian Interim Government.
Without his knowledge, the YPG planted an IED on his car. When he drove
turther to the checkpoint of the Syrian National Army, the bomb was found
and the car was immediately detonated safely. Another example — one among
many others - is the car bomb attack on January 31, 2021. The car came from
YPG-held Manbij. When the soldiers of the Syrian National Army discovered
the bomb inside the car, the driver detonated the bomb, killing himself and

six soldiers.
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THE STRATEGY OF THE YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS

To understand the reasoning and motives of the YPG attacks against the areas of
the Syrian Interim Government in northern Syria one has to look into the reason-
ing behind the PKK’s attacks in Turkey. To evaluate the strategy of the PKK’s pre-
vious attacks in Turkey will help to understand the motives of the YPG attacks and
will provide a suitable framework to put the attacks into context as the YPG does
not conduct attacks for the sole purpose of conducting them. In the First Con-
gress of the PKK, the statement of foundation mentioned that the organization is
adopting Mao’s “Protracted War Strategy” and the Marxist-Leninist ideology. This
strategy insists that guerilla warfare is only an interim phase that enables building
up a regular army and winning the war. Within this strategy, popular support for
the organization and towards their fight against the governing structure is essen-
tial.” The PKK has encouraged violence as a “revolutionary strategy” to overthrow
the regime in military, political, and economic terms. The military attack strategy
was seen as the first stage of a wider rebellion of the masses to accelerate the po-
litical developments and drive the population away from the government. After
weakening the opponent’s authority, the strategy would incite a popular uprising,
overthrow the rule of the state, and achieve revolutionary change.® The attacks by
the PKK will force the state authority to impose harsher security measures, force
the government to be suspicious of its citizens, and drive the state and the people
apart from each other.

However, after the PKK’s initial Maoist strategy failed, it resorted to establish-
ing a democratic autonomy through an all-out people’s war by out-administering
the state authority. In this period of the PKK’s strategy, the organization opted for
an urban warfare campaign and failed miserably. The PKK’s strategy backfired or
collapsed® as Kurdish neighborhoods were destroyed by PKK IEDs and bombs,
and many Kurdish civilians had to leave their homes. The bill for this strategy
came afterward. The voter turnout in southeastern Turkey changed in favor of
the ruling AK Party.’ With the experience and the strategy of the PKK attacks in

mind, the use of terror methods by the YPG in Syria becomes more understand-

7 Ariel Merari, “Terrorism as a Strategy of Insurgency;” Terrorism and Political Violence, 5(4) (1993), pp. 213-251.
8 Nihat Ali Ozcan, PKK (Kiirdistan Is¢i Partisi) Tarih, Ideolojisi ve Yontemi, pp. 3-10. ASAM, Ankara, 1999.

9 Necdet Ozgelik and Murat Yesiltas, “When Strategy Collapses - The PKK’s Urban Terrorist Campaign”,
SETA, 2018, https://setav.org/en/assets/uploads/2018/06/36.-Strategy-Collapses-introduction.pdf (Access date:
10.04.2021).

10 “Elections Done, Time to Look Ahead”, Daily Sabah, 4 April 2019, https://www.dailysabah.com/editori-
al/2019/04/01/elections-done-timeto-look-ahead (Access date: 10.04.2021).
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able for an outsider as the YPG has been actively using different types of attacks in
northern Syria since Operation Euphrates Shield. The YPG follows an approach
in line with the motives and goals of the PKK attacks in Turkey elaborated above.
This may not be surprising for those who are aware that the YPG is essentially
the PKK in Syria, but it sets a solid base for further discussion about stability and
security in Syria, and the reconstruction of the country. The YPG has found itself
in a dilemma since the beginning of the Turkish military operations.

The first operation by the Turkish military eliminated the YPG’s goal to unite
its three cantons. The second operation resulted in the loss of one of its cantons, and
the last operation has put a wedge between its corridor along the Turkish border
east of the Euphrates and sabotaged its policy to change the demographics of the
Arab-dominated Tal Abyad-Ras al-Ayn areas in favor of a PKK statelet in Syria.

The strategy of the YPG’s terror campaign to create chaos and disorder can be
summarized under three main goals:

1. To force the governing body to implement harsher security measures and

drive the people away from the governance.

2. To prevent a return of Syrians to Syria in order to preserve their prospect
of a Marxist Kurdish statelet in northern Syria reaching from Iraq to the

Mediterranean.

3. To portray their areas as relatively more secure than the areas held by the
Syrian Interim Government.

By conducting car bomb attacks, or committing other forms of attacks, the
YPG is harming the overall security in areas held by the Syrian Interim Govern-
ment. These attacks have two main effects: they slow down the return of refugees
to the area and portray the YPG-held areas as relatively safe. The paradox here is
that the Syrian National Army (SNA) is not engaging in activities like the YPG; in
other words, the YPG does not have to deal with car bombs or other forms of at-
tacks by the SNA except for random clashes on the frontlines. On the other hand,
the YPG’s extensive terror campaign is disrupting the safety and security in the
areas of the Syrian Interim Government. This YPG strategy is essential in order
to portray itself as the better alternative for the local people and the international
community - despite the inherent paradox of this claim.

Disrupting security is an essential part of YPG strategy. The terror attacks are
also exploited by the YPG-affiliated, or YPG-aligned, media to portray the areas
held by the Syrian Interim Government as unsafe and to blame the lack of security

for the attacks. The omnipresent line of propaganda is to blame “corruption” in
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the SNA for the YPG terror attacks. The YPG strategy aims to divert public anger
away from it and towards the SNA, and also to facilitate YPG propaganda that
the Syrian Interim Government is not capable of providing security. In short, the
YPG instead of investing in its own governance and trying to correct its totalitar-
ian structure, chooses to concentrate on preventing the public from perceiving its
alternatives as better.

However, for this strategy to function, the YPG has to rely on the assumption
that its terrorist acts will not be covered by the international media, or by repre-
sentatives of foreign states, most notably the USA, Russia, and European coun-
tries. The YPG exploits the positive coverage in international media to distance
itself from the images of car bomb attacks. For this reason, the YPG never claims
any responsibility and preserves plausible deniability. While everyone familiar
with the matter knows that the YPG is behind these attacks, the fact that the YPG
never faces up to its actions allows journalists, analysts, media outlets, and bu-
reaucrats to feign ignorance. To this day, the YPG car bomb attacks are referred
to in the media and by state press releases as incidents without perpetrators — in
these publications, the terrorist act itself is condemned without any reference to
the perpetrator. And thus, the YPG has no reason to stop its car bomb attacks in
Syria: these attacks serve its broader strategy in the country, and nobody is hold-

ing the YPG responsible and accountable for its actions.
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MAIN FINDINGS

The use of car bomb attacks is a known practice of DAESH and Al-Qaeda in
Syria, but the use of car bomb attacks by the YPG differs in methodology and
strategic aim. The PKK has a long history of employing terrorist methods such as
car bombs and suicide attacks. This report has found that the two suicide attacks
by YPG members Arin Mirkan in 2014 and Avesta Khabur in 2018 are signifi-
cant events that indicate a change in strategy for the PKK/YPG. The last suicide
attack by the PKK in Turkey or anywhere else before Mirkan’s suicide attack was
recorded on September 9, 2012. However, with Mirkan, the PKK restarted its use
of suicide terror methods and car bomb attacks.

The report examined the PKK’s 26 suicide attacks and 51 car bomb attacks
in Turkey that took place between the suicide attacks of Arin Mirkan in 2014 and
Avesta Khabur in 2018, and the 192 car bomb attacks by the YPG in the areas of
the Syrian Interim Government since the suicide attack by Khabur in Afrin. In
total, the 192 YPG car bomb attacks in Syria killed 372 and wounded 1,287.

Of the 192 attacks, 177 targeted the civilian/social sphere. While seven targets
remain unknown, only eight were against the military, police, or Syrian officials.
Moreover, out of the 192 attacks, 25 were carried out in rural areas and 167 were
detonated in urban areas. The areas of the Syrian Interim Government targeted
by these car bomb attacks have experienced a population increase of 229% since
2004 and have reached 2.3 million. Out of the 192 car bomb attacks, four utilized
SVBIEDs. A second difference in the type of car bomb attacks is between “nor-
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mal” car bombs and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) planted on cars. The
third difference is between the car bomb attacks planned and carried out by YPG
cells in the areas of the Syrian Interim Government and the car bomb attacks
planned in YPG-held areas.

This strategy of the YPG terror campaign aims to create chaos and disor-
der. By doing so, the YPG has set the following goals: (1) to force the governing
body to implement harsher security measures and drive the people away from
the governance; (2) to prevent a return of Syrians to Syria in order to preserve the
prospect of a Marxist Kurdish statelet in northern Syria reaching from Iraq to the
Mediterranean; and (3) to portray their areas as relatively more secure than the
areas held by the Syrian Interim Government.

These outrageous acts of terror are vastly ignored by the international media
and officials of foreign countries that sympathize or partner with the YPG. At the
same time, certain media outlets and official statements condemn the method of
attack that has killed dozens of civilians but avoid naming any culprits. The YPG
is a terrorist group that values its international image and explicitly targets the
international media with its propaganda. Media coverage without naming those
responsible or media ignorance on this topic has encouraged the YPG to contin-
ue its terror campaign. The international media must take responsibility. Media
coverage can help discourage the YPG from continuing its terror campaign and

contribute to saving the lives of innocent civilians.
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LIST OF YPG CARBOMB

ATTACKS

TABLE 2: YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS BETWEEN 01.06.2018 AND 04.07.2021,
TERRORISM ANALYSIS PLATFORM (TAP), WWW.TAP-DATA.COM, (JULY 2021).

. Attack .

13.06.2018
15.06.2018
27.06.2018
05.07.2018
07.07.2018
08.07.2018
23.07.2018
04.08.2018

13.08.2018

15.08.2018
01.09.2018
05.09.2018
16.09.2018
06.10.2018
17.10.2018
08.11.2018
08.11.2018
10.11.2018
10.11.2018

Al-Bab
Jarablus
Afrin
Jarablus
Jarablus
Al-Bab
Akhtarin
Al-Bab

Jarablus

Afrin
Azaz
Jarablus
Jarablus
Azaz
Jindires
Jindires
Azaz
Qabasin
Al-Bab

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

Civilian/Social Sphere
Unknown

Unknown

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Unknown

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Eleven wounded

No casualties

No casualties

Two wounded

Ten wounded

Three killed and 14 wounded
Two killed and 20 wounded
Three wounded

One killed and three
wounded

No casualties

No casualties

Five wounded

Seven wounded

Four killed and 20 wounded
Three wounded

Two killed

Six wounded

Three wounded

One wounded
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12.11.2018
19.11.2018

12.12.2018

12.12.2018
12.12.2018
12.12.2018

14.12.2018

24.01.2019

24.01.2019

24.01.2019
24.01.2019
28.01.2019
06.02.2019
21.02.2019
03.03.2019
05.03.2019

09.03.2019

09.03.2019

14.03.2019
13.04.2019
15.04.2019
15.04.2019
20.04.2019
21.04.2019
01.05.2019
06.05.2019
15.05.2019
16.05.2019
19.05.2019
22.05.2019
23.05.2019
02.06.2019
07.06.2019
22.06.2019
22.06.2019
26.06.2019

Jarablus
Afrin

Al-Bab

Al-Bab
Al-Rai
Azaz

Afrin
Qabasin
Al-Bab

Ghandoura
Ghandoura
Azaz
Al-Bab
Afrin
Qabasin
Al-Bab

Jarablus

Jarablus

Al-Bab
Al-Bab
Qabasin
Qabasin
Al-Bab
Al-Bab
Jarablus
Qabasin
Azaz
Al-Bab
Al-Bab
Jarablus
Al-Bab
Azaz
Al-Bab
Al-Bab
Jarablus
Afrin

VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Tactical/Operational
Police Unit

Tactical/Operational
Police Unit

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Two killed
Seven wounded

Three killed and ten
wounded

Two killed and ten wounded
Five wounded
One killed and 20 wounded

Three killed and ve
wounded

Seven wounded

Three killed and seven
wounded

Three wounded

Five wounded

Nine wounded

Three wounded

Two killed and 25 wounded
Four wounded

Seven wounded

Three killed and three
wounded

Three killed and one
wounded

Two wounded
One wounded
Three wounded
Three wounded
Two wounded
Three wounded
No casualties

No casualties

No casualties

No casualties
One wounded
Twelve wounded
One wounded
24 killed and 20 wounded
One wounded
Three wounded
Three wounded
One wounded

30




LIST OF YPG CAR BOMB ATTACKS

03.07.2019
03.07.2019
07.07.2019
08.07.2019

11.07.2019

15.07.2019
17.07.2019
22.07.2019
22.07.2019
26.07.2019

27.07.2019

27.07.2019
27.07.2019
27.07.2019
27.07.2019
28.07.2019
29.07.2019
31.07.2019
08.08.2019
08.08.2019
10.08.2019
17.08.2019
22.08.2019

29.08.2019

03.09.2019

13.09.2019

15.09.2019

24.09.2019
26.09.2019
05.10.2019
05.10.2019
10.10.2019
24.10.2019
31.10.2019
10.11.2019
16.11.2019

Qabasin
Al-Bab
Afrin
Al-Rai

Afrin

Al-Bab
Al-Bab
Akhtarin
Jarablus
Bassouta

Al-Bab

Akhtarin
Tall Battal
Ghandoura
Azaz

Afrin

Afrin

Tall Battal
Azaz

Afrin

Azaz

Azaz
Jarablus
Azaz-Kafr
Kalbin Road
Azaz

Afrin

Al-Rai

Jindires
Jindires
Qabasin
Jarablus
Al-Bab
Akhtarin
Afrin

Tal Abyad
Al-Bab

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Unknown
Unknown
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Unknown

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

13 wounded

Two killed and ve wounded
One killed

One killed

Eleven killed and 45
wounded

No casualties
No casualties
Two killed
Three wounded
No casualties

Two killed and eleven
wounded

Two killed

One killed and ve wounded
Six wounded

Eleven wounded

Eleven wounded

One killed and six wounded
One killed

One killed

Two killed and four wounded
One killed

Five wounded

One wounded

Two killed
One killed and eleven
wounded

No casualties

Twelve killed and 15
wounded

Five killed and 15 wounded
One wounded

No casualties

No casualties

Eight wounded

One wounded

Nine killed and 16 wounded
Eight killed and 20 wounded
18 killed and 30 wounded
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19.11.2019

25.11.2019

26.11.2019
30.11.2019
03.12.2019
22.12.2019
23.12.2019
25.12.2019
01.01.2020

08.01.2020

16.01.2020

26.01.2020
26.01.2020
08.02.2020

10.02.2020

16.02.2020
07.03.2020
08.03.2020
12.03.2020
14.03.2020

17.03.2020

19.03.2020
20.03.2020
28.04.2020
06.05.2020
14.05.2020
25.05.2020
01.06.2020
02.06.2020
05.06.2020
06.06.2020
10.06.2020

14.06.2020

20.06.2020
23.06.2020

Jarablus
Azaz

Afrin
Jarablus
Azaz
Al-Bab
Jarablus
Jarablus
Suluk

Ras al-Ayn

Suluk

Azaz
Afrin
Afrin

Afrin

Tal Abyad
Al-Rai
Afrin

Ras al-Ayn
Afrin

Hammam
Al-Turkman

Azaz

Afrin

Afrin
Sharanli
Ras al-Ayn
Afrin
Jindires
Manajir
Ras al-Ayn
Tel Halaf
Tal Abyad

Ras al-Ayn

Afrin
Tel Halaf

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Tactical/Operational
Military Unit

Tactical/Operational
Military Unit

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Tactical/Operational
Military Unit

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Tactical/Operational
Military Unit

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Two wounded

Two killed and eight
wounded

Three wounded

Five wounded

One killed and nine wounded
Three wounded

Eleven wounded

Five wounded

Two killed and four wounded

Four killed

Three killed

One killed and 36 wounded
One wounded
Two wounded

Six killed and eleven
wounded

Five killed and four wounded
One killed and one wounded
One killed and four wounded
Four killed and ten wounded
Two wounded

One killed and one wounded

Two killed and 19 wounded
No casualties

42 killed and 61 wounded
No casualties

One killed and two wounded
No casualties

Seven wounded

One killed

Three killed

Five wounded

Five wounded

Five wounded

Five wounded
Four killed and 15 wounded
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24.06.2020

07.07.2020

11.07.2020

19.07.2020

19.07.2020

23.07.2020

24.07.2020
26.07.2020

28.07.2020

10.08.2020
13.08.2020

15.08.2020

18.08.2020
20.08.2020
22.08.2020
28.08.2020

14.09.2020

24.09.2020
24.09.2020

26.09.2020

01.10.2020
05.10.2020
06.10.2020
03.11.2020
06.11.2020
24.11.2020
25.11.2020
10.12.2020
29.12.2020
02.01.2021

02.01.2021

06.01.2021
18.01.2021
24.01.2021

Afrin

Tal Abyad
Al-Bab
Afrin
Sajoo

Ras al-Ayn

Ras al-Ayn
Ras al-Ayn

Ras al-Ayn

Ras al-Ayn
Tel Halaf

Jarablus

Ras al-Ayn
Suluk
Suluk
Al-Bab

Afrin

Tel Halaf
Tel Halaf

Ras al-Ayn

Afrin

Afrin
Al-Bab

Tal Abyad
Afrin
Qabasin
Al Zaidi
Ras al-Ayn
Suran
Jindires

Ras al-Ayn

Ras al-Ayn
Azaz
Afrin

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

SVBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Two killed and three
wounded

Twelve killed and eight
wounded

Four wounded

One killed and twelve
wounded

13 killed and 103 wounded

Three killed and nine
wounded

One wounded
Five killed and 15 wounded

One killed and three
wounded

One wounded
No casualties

One killed and seven
wounded

Seven wounded

One killed and two wounded
No casualties

Four wounded

Eleven killed and 36
wounded

One killed
Two killed and six wounded

Six killed and eleven
wounded

No casualties

Four wounded

19 killed and 80 wounded
Two wounded

Two killed

Seven killed and 26 wounded
No casualties

Ten killed and four wounded
Two wounded

Eleven killed

Three killed and two
wounded

No casualties
One killed and six wounded

No casualties
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26.01.2021

27.01.2021

30.01.2021

31.01.2021

31.01.2021
02.02.2021
03.02.2021
03.02.2021
13.02.2021
14.02.2021

16.02.2021

20.02.2021
20.02.2021
24.02.2021

25.02.2021

17.03.2021

23.03.2021

01.04.2021
04.04.2021
12.04.2021
14.04.2021
20.04.2021
27.04.2021
28.04.2021
02.05.2021
05.05.2021
01.06.2021
08.06.2021
03.07.2021
04.07.2021

Tal Abyad
Jarablus
Afrin
Al-Bab

Azaz
Al-Bab
Ras al-Ayn
Ras al-Ayn
Al-Rai
Jindires

Al-Bab

Al-Bab
Azaz
Afrin

Ras al-Ayn
Jarablus
Ras al-Ayn

Afrin
Mabroukah
Al Nasiriyah
Al Bab

Ras al-Ayn
Jarablus
Qibar
Suluq
Mahmudiyah
Afrin

Ras al-Ayn
Aliyah
Sulug

SVBIED

VBIED

VBIED

SVBIED

VBIED
SVBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED

VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED
VBIED

Civilian/Social Sphere
O cials

Civilian/Social Sphere

Militia/Terrorists/Non-
State Armed Groups

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere

Civilian/Social Sphere
Civilian/Social Sphere
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